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OPA  PUTS  A  CEILING  ON  ALFALFA  HAY 


There's  a  dollar-and-cents  roof  over  alfalfa  hay  now.    New  alfalfa  price  regu- 
lations recently  announced  in  Washington  were  supplemented  this  v^eek  by  Walter  M, 
Connell,  district  OPA  price  executive,  with  rules  which  apply  in  New  Mexico,  Arizona 
and  Texas, 

The  base  price  of  alfalfa,  loose  on  the  farm,  piled  and  ready  to  load,  has 
seasonal  variations:  May  through  October,  $20,50  a  ton;  November,  $21;  December, 
$21,50  a  ton;  and  January  through  April,  $22  a  ton.    The  maximum  baling  charge  per- 
mitted is  $5  per  ton  by  single  compress  method  and  $7  per  ton  by  double  compress 
method.    If  the  producer  delivers  the  hay,  he  can  add  the  cost  of  transportation  to 
the  maximum  price,  according  to  the  OPA  ruling. 

The  dealer's  markup  is  $4  per  ton  if  the  alfalfa  is  sold  from  a  warehouse  in 
less  than  carload  lots  to  any  person  other  than  a  feeder.    In  all  other  cases }  his 
markup  is  $2  per  ton.    When  the  alfalfa  is  unloaded  into  a  retailer's  warehouse 
located  elsewhere  than  on  the  farm  where  it  was  grown,  the  retailer's  markup  is  $6 
per  ton.    His  markup  is  $3  per  ton  in  all  other  cases. 


A  reminder  that  the  support  price  on  1943  crop  beans  is  effective  only  until 
July  31  was  issued  to  bean  growers  today  by  C.  V,  Hemphill,  chairman  of  the  State 
AAA  Committee, 

"The  producer  who  waits  until  August  1  to  sell  his  1943  crop  beans  stands  to 
lose  60  cents  per  hundred,"  Mr,  Hemphill  said. 


The  support  price  now  in  effect  is  $6,50  per  hundredweight;  the  ceiling  price 
is  $5.90. 


Total  cattle  numbers  at  the  end  of  1944  will  probably  still  be  at  record  or 
near-record  numbers,  in  spite  of  the  reduction  urged  by  the  War  Food  Administration0 
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SUPPORT  ON  1943  BEANS  EFFECTIVE  UNTIL  JJLY  31 


CATTLE  NUMBERS  REGAIN  NEAR  RECORD 


Although  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  the  first  five  months  of  1944-  was  much 
Larger  than  in  the  first  part  of  1943,  it  was  about  normal  in  relation  to  the  cattle 
population  of  the  country* 

LUKER  PREDICTS  SOIL  CONSERVATION  BOOM 

Increased  activity  in  applying  soil  conservation  practices  on  New  Mexico  farms 
md  ranches  was  predicted  today  by  Cyril  Luker,  regional  conservator  for  the  south- 
west region  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service t 

The  regional  conservator  based  his  prediction  on  the  fact  that  many  contractors 
who  have  been  engaged  in  moving  dirt  on  military  installations  now  have  heavy  equip- 
ment available  for  other  types  of  work.    Most  air  fields  and  other  military  installa- 
tions have  been  completed,  and  very  little  highway  construction  work  is  under  way,  he 
pointed  out. 

"Dirt  moving  contractors  could  undoubtedly  make  better  progress  by  working 
through  soil  conservation  district  boards  of  supervisors,"  Mr.  Luker  said.  "The 
supervisors  are  in  position  to  designate  farms  for  which  technical  assistance  is 
available,  as  well  as  work  that  should  be  done  in  the  interest  of  increased  food 
oroduction  for  the  v;ar  effort." 

MILK  CAT'S  GO  OFF  FARM  RATION  LIST 

Milk  cans  are  off  the  ration  list;  but  before  a  farmer  can  use  milk  cans  for 
other  purposes  than  handling  milk  or  milk  products,  he  must  have  the  authorization 
of  WFA's  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities.    Control  Ins  also  been  eliminated  over 
manufacturers'  distribution  of  all  milk  cans  except  those  having  a  capacity  of  20, 
32,  and  40  quarts. 

KNOCK  THE  HEAT  OUT  01  THE  TRIANGLE 
To  three  famous  triangles — the  eternal  or  human  triangle,  baseball's  triple 

play,  and  the  rapidly  dissolving  Axis  triangle — George  W'#  Kimball,  of  the  Forest 

Service,  today  added  the  infernal  or  fire  triangle. 

"It  takes  no  mathematical 'wizard  to  figure  out  that  fuel  plus  air  plus  heat 

equals  fire,"  Mr.  Kimball  said.    "Vie  have  all  the  constituents  in  New  Mexico's 

national  forests  now,  including  some  heat  supplied  bv  careless  peoDle  who  didn't 


'  have  time  to  blow  out  their  matches  or  stamp  out  their  cigarettes, 

"Besides,  New  Mexico  timber  is  about  as  dry  as  it  was  when  the  ranger  wrote, 
'It's  so  dry  here  in  the  woods  now  that  even  my  pen  dried  up  and  I  had  to  finish 
i  this  letter  with  a  pencil.*" 

;>  SUGAR  ACT  GIVEN  TWO-YEAR  EXTENSION 

Sugar  beet  producers  who  meet  the  requirements  concerning  child  labor,  wages, 
±  arming  practices,  and  acreage  allotments  will  be  eligible  for  payments  on  their 
ri945  and  194-6  crops,  according  to  C.  V.  Hemphill,  chairman  of  the  State  AAA  Commit- 


pee. 

Except  for  a  two-year  time  extension,  provisions  of  the  Sugar  Act  of  1937  remain 
mchanged. 

i 

\  MAGDALENA  SHOT:  GOES  OVER 

A  cowgirl  who  didn't  know  how  to  quit  and  a  successful  bond  rally  stole  the  show 
tt  Magdalena's  Fourth  of  July  rodeo  last  week, 
W         The  lone  cowgirl  entrant,  Miss  Velma  Martin,  thrilled  a  crowd  estimated  at  about 
'  $,000  by  sticking  the  full  time  on  the  hurricane  deck  of  a  furiously  bucking  steer, 
"he  crowd  got  a  thrill  of  a  different  sort  when  bond  sales  during  the  rodeo  enabled 
^agdalena  to  exceed  its  $48,000  quota  in  the  Fifth  Yfer  Loan  Drive  by  $5,000, 
4  CONTAINER  ORDER  FASSD 

TJPB's  order  limiting  the  use  of  wooden  containers  has  been  amended  so  that  it 
U'-O  longer  applies  to  cantaloupes  and  watermelons,  carrots,  cauliflower,  celery, 
•ucumber$,  eraoes,  lettuce,  and  radishes.    Limitations  on  use  of  new  wooden  con- 
•ainers  for  these  commodities  had  been  scheduled  to  go  into  effect  on  July  1, 

SOIL  CONSERVATION  HAS  DOUBLE  VALUE 
In  urging  farmers  and  ranchmen  to  carry  out  as  much  conservation  work  as  poss- 
ible, N,  E,  Dodd,  chief  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency,  points  out  that  the 
•'.nation's  investment  in  soil  conservation  has  proved  sound, 

j        Since  1937,  when  the  conservation  program  first  became  fully  effective,  crop 
<i elds  have  increased  almost  a  fourth  above  the  1923-32  average..  "Who  could  ask  for 
t  better  dividend — particularly  in  time  of  ^ar?l1__CjTieX^od^_a^ks_>_^ ^ 
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'     FEED  PROSPECTS  ARE  SOMEVIHAT  BRIGHTER 
In  spite  of  wartime  drains  on  the  nation's  reserves  of  feed  grains,  reductions 
in  hog  and  poultry  numbers  and  prospects  for  relatively  good  grain  crops  probably 
mean  more  feed  for  livestock  in  the  1944-45  feeding  year, 

1ANT  SETASIDB  MEAL?    FILL  OUT  FORM  FPA-6 
Feed  dealers  and  mixers  who  apply  to  the  state  or  county  AAA  committee  for  set- 
aside  protein  meal  should  accompany  their  request  with  Form  FPA-6.    The  information 
furnished  on  this  form  is  now  used  as  a  basis  for  making  allocations  to  the  states , 
as  well  as  within  New  Mexico. 

WFA  LIFTS  RESTRICTIONS  ON  NITROGENOUS  MATERIALS 
Restrictions  on  the  acquisition  and  use  of  all  organic  nitrogenous  fertilizer 
materials  except  edible  oil-seed  meals  have  been  eliminated  by  the  War  Food  Admin- 
istration, 

Edible  oil-seed  meal  remains  restricted  under  the  new  order  because  of  heavy 
requirements  for  livestock  feed, 

WFA  EASES  FERTILIZER  ORDER 

Larger  supplies  of  fertilizer,  particularly  phosphates  and  potash,  have  made  it 
possible  for^WFA  to  eliminate  crop  classifications  and  make  other  important  revisions 
in  its  fertilizer  order. 

During  the  year  beginning  July  1,  New  Mexico  farmers  may  use  fertilizer  at  the 
rate  recommended  by  the  Experiment  Station  or  at  the  rate  customarily  used  in  the 
area,  whichever  is  greater.    A  new  provision  requires  a  manufacturer,  dealer,  or 
agent  to  make  applicable  for  direct  application  or  home  mixing  as  large  a  supply  of 
fertilizer  material  as  he  delivered  for  those  uses  from  his  1940-41  or  1941-42 
supply,  whichever  is  greater. 


